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June 26, 2001 

Ralph Dollhopf 
On-Scene Coordinator 
U S Environmental Protection Agency, Region V 
9311 Groh Road 
Room 216 
Grosse He, Michigan 48138 

RE: South Green Avenue Site 
Detroit, Michigan 

Dear Mr Dollhopf 

The Excavation/Off-Slte Disposal Removal Action Work Plan (May 24, 2001) pertaining to the 
above-referenced Site was previously submitted to the U 8 EPA This work plan is subsequently 
referred to as the "Excavation Work Plan" In a June 8, 2001 letter, Altech Environmental 
Services, Inc (Altech) submitted a correspondence to the U.S. EPA that provided comments on 
the Excavation Work Plan Altech is a subcontractor to the U S EPA's Superfund Technical 
Assessment and Response Team (START) contractor, Tetra Tech EM, Inc. On June 12, 2001, a 
meeting was held among MichCon, IT, the U S EPA, the City of Detroit, Tetra Tech and Altech to 
discuss the Excavation Work Plan and Altech's comments The objective of this correspondence 
IS to provide responses to Altech's comments Altech's comments are presented below in italics 
and responses are presented after each comment References to sections refer to the Excavation 
Work Plan 

1. Section 1.0 - introduction 

a Last hvo sentences of first full paragraph on page 1-2: 

The work plan should describe the agreement reached with the owner of the Site, the City 
of Detroit, with regard to removal of paved areas, foundations of buildings and equipment, 
and underground piping and utilities. In addition, the work plan should explain how 
MichCon will determine which foundations will require removal "to gam access to the 
targeted materials". Especially with regard to the concrete foundations of the two gas 
holders, the work plan should discuss how MichCon will verify that the foundations have 
not leaked, and that targeted materials have not seeped under the foundations. 

A 'right of entry' letter dated April 30, 2001 was executed by the City of Detroit and MichCon In 
this letter, the City of Detroit granted MichCon "permission to enter the above-referenced Site to 
implement the EE/CA" 

Item #4 of this right of entry letter pertains to the restoration of the Site after removal actions have 
been completed. As specified, "MichCon shall, immediately after completion of its activities on the 
Site, restore the Site to a condition that is as good as that which existed on the Site prior to 
MichCon's activities on the Site, . .". This right of entry letter does not specifically refer to 
removal of paved areas, foundations of buildings and equipment, and underground piping and 
utilities 
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Figure 3 of the Excavation Work Pian (enclosed) presents a map showing the former MGP 
structures. The current locations of some concrete surface foundations are indicated on this map 
as buiiding outlines Figure 6 shows the maximum anticipated excavation area. Based on the 
EE/CA, the concrete surface foundations that may potentiaiiy be removed are (see Figure 3)' 

• Old pipe shop 
• Oid purifying house 
• Spray pond buiiding 
• Oil house 
• Wash house 
• Water gas plant 

Subsurface concrete associated with underground tar tanks and tar weiis and underground piping 
wili also be removed, if impacted. The two concrete gas hoider foundations are situated 
approximateiy two to three feet below the surface. During previous investigations, these concrete 
gas hoider foundations were observed to be good condition and, as stated in the EE/CA, are not 
required to be removed During excavation activities, the gas hoider foundations wili be 
uncovered. The top of the foundations wili be inspected for cracks, seams and other fauits 
If visually impacted materials are observed around the sides of the foundations or to have 
migrated completeiy through cracks, the concrete foundations wiil either be removed or a boring(s) 
wili be advanced through the concrete in order to inspect sampies of the materials below the 
concrete foundations, if waste materiais are observed beneath the foundations, the waste 
materiais wiil be excavated for off-site disposal. 

Additional concrete foundations outside of this area wiii oniy be removed if it is necessary to 
expand the excavated area. Conditions that necessitate an expansion of the excavation area are 
discussed beiow in the response to Aitech's comments on Section 24- Nature and Extent of 
Contamination 

b Last sentence of second full paragraph on page 1-2: 

The beginning of this sentence should be revised as follows- "Excavation will end when 
the average concentrations for the excavated area, as determined using . 

The Excavation Work Pian was prepared based on the August 20, 2000 Engineering 
Evaluation/Cost Anaiysis (EE/CA) that was reviewed by the U.S. EPA. The last sentence of the 
second full paragraph on page 1-2 of the Excavation Work Plan states: "Excavation wili end 
when the average concentrations for the Site after excavation, as determined using " The 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality's (MDEQ) Part 201 Criteria Appiication Guidesheet 
for Soii Data: Generic Industriai and Commerciai Direct Contact Criteria (January 1998) states the 
foiiowing' 

"Average soii concentrations, caiculated as a 95 percent UCL on the arithmetic mean, can be 
used to determine compiiance if such vaiues are reasonabiy representative of the areas where 
exposures are likely to occur." 

Based on the current land use and the anticipated future land use (see EE/CA), 'exposures' are 
just as likely to occur within the anticipated excavation area as they are within the areas outside 
the anticipated excavation area Therefore, it is appropriate to use average concentrations for the 
Site to compare to the cleanup criteria developed according to the MDEO's Part 201 guidance. 

2. Section 2.4 - Nature and Extent of Soii Contamination 

The range of concentrations of the constituents of concern Is Identified. However, the 
extent of the contamination requiring remediation is not. The work plan should state 
whether any of the analytical results for soil samples collected outside the "Approximate 

Mr Ralph Dollhopf 2 
U 8 Environmental Protection Agency 
June 26,2001 
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Maximum Extent of Potential Removal Action" area exceed the applicable cleanup criteria. 
AH areas where constituents of concern were found at concentrations above the cleanup 
criteria should be Identified. 

Figure 9 (enclosed) shows the sample locations outside the "Approximate Maximum Extent of 
Potential Removal Action" that exceed the industrial generic cleanup criteria listed on Table 3 of 
the Excavation Work Plan. As indicated on this map, only three sample locations exceed these 
cleanup criteria: MW-8 surface sample (only benzo(a)pyrene exceeded criteria), TP-2 (three feet 
below the surfece: only benzo(a)pyrene exceeded criteria) and SS-2 sur^ce sample (only lead 
exceeded cleanup criteria). 

As discussed In the EE/CA, cancer risk and noncancer hazard have been found to be within or 
below the U.S. EPA's target range of lO*" to 10"* for carcinogens and a hazard Index of 1 for 
noncarcinogens. Based on the risk assessment results, the removal action objective discussed In 
the EE/CA and the Excavation Work Plan Is to ensure that hazardous substances, pollutants or 
contaminants In subsurface bulk storage containers do not pose a threat of release to the 
environment. The area where such hazardous substances have been Identified during the 
previous subsurfece Investigations Is the area known as "Approximate Maximum Extent of 
Potential Removal Action". 

The excavation will end when one of the following conditions are Indicated: 

• The excavation extends to the Site property boundaries; 
• The excavation extends to the active underground gas main located along the western 

boundary of the Site and further excavation may Impact the Integnty of the gas main; 
• The results of the verification sampling Indicate that the average concentrations for the Site of 

benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylenes, polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) and 
available cyanide do not exceed cleanup criteria established according to Part 201. 

3. Section 4.2.5 - Setup Temporary Facilities and Material Staging Areas 

a. U. S. EPA is requesting unrestricted use of temporary faciiities and fieid office space for 
itseif and its representatives. 

U.S. EPA and Its representatives will be allowed unrestricted use of temporary facilities and field 
office. 

b. The Site should be mowed to expose open sumps, holes In the ground, and any other 
hazards before work starts at the Site, in addition, the Site shouid be inspected to 
determine whether any surface iocations of environmentai significance lie outside of the 
area to be excavated. Any such iocations shouid be identified before contractors mobiiize 
to the Site. 

The Site will be 'brush-hogged' before excavation activities begin. 

The Site was Inspected In the past by the U.S. EPA, MIchCon and IT for potential surface 
locations of environmental significance. Three such areas were Identified as containing blue-
tinted surface soils. These areas are located at test pits TP-1, TP-2 and TP-3. Samples from the 
blue-tinted soils and surrounding soils were collected for laboratory analysis with the results 
presented In the EE/CA. These results Indicated that the MDEQ's generic cleanup criteria were 
not exceeded. However, a maximum of four Inches of blue-tinted soils will be removed from these 
three areas with the total volume of material removed not exceeding 40 cubic yards. These 
materials will be transported off-site for disposal as specified In the Excavation Work Plan. These 
areas will be backfilled as specified In the City of Detroit's right of entry letter. 

Mr Ralph Dollhopf 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
June 26,2001 
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c. For safety purposes, trees and busttes stiould be removed from the Site at the vehicle 
entrances and exits and at other locations, as necessary. 

Trees and brushes will be removed as needed at vehicle entrances, exits and possible other 
areas. 

4. Section 4.2.9 • identification of Utiiities 

a. A manhole Identified In Figure 2 Is located within the removal action area. The work plan 
should discuss what Is connected to the manhole and what will be done with It during the 
removal action. 

Mr Mike Kubien of the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) was contacted to 
determine the status of the manhole and connecting sewer. According to the DWSD, the manhole 
is the beginning point of either a sewer easement or a public utility easement. The City of Detroit, 
Planning and Development Department will be contacted (as property owner) to request 
permission to abandon this sewer before the excavation activities commence. 

b. The work plan should discuss how the fire hydrant and associated water lines located 
within the removal action area will be addressed. 

According to Mr. Kubien (DWSD), the hydrant and water line located on the Site does not appear 
to be part of the DWSD water system. The City of Detroit, Planning and Development Department 
will be contacted (as property owner) to request permission to cut off this water line at the Site 
boundary and cap this line before excavation activities commence. 

5. Section 4.4.1 - Excavation 

a. The work plan should discuss how monitoring wells located within and outside the 
removal action area will be addressed. 

As required by the City of Detroit's right of entry letter, all monitoring wells will be properly 
abandoned according to ASTM standards. 

b. The last sentence of Section 4.4.1 should be replaced with the following text: 

"The Initial limits of excavation will be determined based on the absence of visually 
Impacted materials and Site property boundaries. The final limits of excavation will be 
based on verification soil sampling results and Site property boundaries." 

Agreed. 

c. The work plan should explain what MIchCon will do If contamination extends beyond the 
Site property boundaries. 

If visually-impacted materials extend beyond the Site property boundaries and if requested by the 
U.S. EPA, a work plan will be prepared to assess the off-site property 

6. Section 4.6.1 - Sampiing Procedures 

The floor of the excavation Is expected to be made up of clay. If there are sand seams or 
fractures In the clay, verification sampling locatbns should be biased to collect 
representative samples from these fractures. 

Agreed. 

Mr Ralph Dollhopf 
U 8. Environmental Protection Agency 
June 26, 2001 
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7. Section 4.7.1 - Backfill and Compaction 

a. MIchCon will need to submit documentation to U. S. EPA verifying that the engineered fill 
and topsoll Is acceptable before bringing It on Site. 

The backfill material will be obtained from London Aggregates In Milan, Michigan. A statement 
from London Aggregates that their facility Is not a waste site Is enclosed. A backfill sample will be 
collected for laboratory analysis from the Initial truckload. In addition, one backfill sample per 
week will also be collected for analysis. The backfill samples will be analyzed for volatile organic 
compounds, seml-volatlle organic compounds and metals. 

b. The work plan should explain how MIchCon will ensure that "clean engineered fill" placed 
during the removal action Is not Impacted by perched groundwater or by rainfall runoff 
from Impacted materials not yet removed. 

To address this comment, one or more of the following actions will be conducted-

• At the end of each day, a small berm will be constructed around the open excavation area to 
prevent/minimize rainfall runoff Into the excavation. 

• The floor of the excavation will be sloped towards the active face and the dewatering 
equipment (if required). The excavation floor will be sloped away from previously backfilled 
areas. 

• Trenches will be excavated within the sloped floor to enhance water flow away from previously 
backfilled areas. 

8. Section 4.7.2 - Final Surface Cover 

a. The work plan should specify the thickness and specifications of the topsoil that will be 
placed on top of the engineered fill before hydroseedlng. 

Approximately four Inches of topsoll containing organic materials will be placed on top of the 
engineered fill before hydroseedlng. 

b The work plan should specify the "similar covering" being considered as an alternative to 
hydroseedlng. 

"Similar cover" consists of grass seed and mulch. 

c. The work plan should specify how long MIchCon will maintain the hydroseeded area. 

Restoring the excavation areas with hydroseed complies with the City of Detroit' right of entry 
letter In that the Site will be restored "to a condition that Is as good as that which existed on the 
Site prior to MIchCon's activities on the Site." The hydroseeded area will be visually Inspected 
from outside the fence once a week for six weeks after the hydroseed Is spread. If grass growth Is 
not Indicated within the seeded area after six weeks, additional seeding of the area will be 
conducted. 

9. Section 4.8.3 - Vapor and Odor Emissions 

a. The work plan Indicates that there will be "periodic monitoring of air quality around the 
excavations and the perimeter of the Site with a PID." The work plan should specify how 
often this monitoring will be done. 

Air monitoring with the PID will be conducted and recorded every 15 minutes during the first hour 
of each day. Afterwards, air monitoring results will be recorded once an hour. More frequent 

Mr. Ralph Dollhopf 
U 8 Environmental Protection Agency 
June 26, 2001 
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monitoring wili be conducted if the action ievei (10 ppm) specified in the Health and Safety Plan 
(November 19,1998) is exceeded. 

b. The work plan should state whether there will be real-time particulate monitoring at the 
Site. 

As specified in the Health and Safety Plan (November 19,1998), air monitoring for dust particulate 
wili occur when "sustained (greater than 5 minutes) levels of visible dust are generated and 
engineering controls such as wet methods are ineffective." A real-time particulate monitor will be 
at the Site during excavation activities. 

c. The work plan Indicates that ambient air monitoring samples will be collected at three 
locations and that they "may be revised to ensure that one station is downwind of the 
excavation." The work plan should specify how wind direction will be monitored and how 
often It will be monitored. 

Wind direction will be determined with either an air sock or a portable weather station such as a 
Weather Wizard ill*. Wind direction will be monitored at a minimum twice per day or more 
frequently if obvious wind direction shifts are noted. 

d. The work plan should state (1) when the analytical results for the dally ambient air 
samples will be available, (2) action levels for these analyses, and (3) specify actions that 
wili be undertaken if levels are exceeded. 

During the first 5 days of field work, the daily ambient air sample results wili be available within 24-
32 hours, in addition, as discussed during the June 12, 2001 meeting, a PID will be used to 
record volatile organic vapors at the ambient air monitoring stations twice a day. If the PiD action 
level specified in the Health and Safety Plan (10 ppm) is "consistently exceeded in a 5-minute 
period", visually unimpacted soils will be used to cover the active face of the excavation, in an 
attempt to prevent the consistent exceedance of the PID action level at the property boundary, the 
active fece of the excavation will be minimized as much as possible. 

10. Section 5.0 - Site Safety 

The work plan should specify whether (1) the health and safety plan (HASP) covers MIchCon as 
well as all of Its subcontractors and (2) the HASP addresses site security and vandalism 

The HASP covers MichCon's subcontractors. The HASP provides emergency information such as 
phone numbers for ambulance, fire, police and hospital. The Excavation Work Plan included an 
amendment to the HASP. This amendment has been modified since the hospital referred to in the 
HASP appears to no longer be in operation. The revised cover amendment (enclosed with 
revised hospital location map) provides address, phone number and location of a qualified 
emergency hospital. 

The Site will be secured at the end of each day by locking ail gates. Only necessary equipment 
will be left on Site overnight. 

11. Section 6.0 - Project Team 

The work plan should identify MichCon's on-site full-time project coordinator. 

MichCon's full-time project coordinator is Darrell Grassmyer. 

Mr. Ralph Dollhopf 
U S Environmental Protection Agency 
June 26, 2001 
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12. Section 7.0 - implementation Schedule 

MichCon needs to document the remediation of the Site in a finai report. The work pian should 
state who wiii prepare the report and when it wiii be submitted 

As stated in the Administrative Order by Consent (AOC) (August 4,1998), a finai report 
summarizing the removal actions wiii be submitted to the U.S. EPA within 60 calendar days after 
ail removal actions have been completed. This report will be prepared by MichCon's consultant. 

Additional Issues 

Issues that were not included in Altech's June 8,2001 letter but were discussed in the June 12, 
2001 meeting are presented below. 

Hand Auoer Borings 

Two hand auger borings will be advanced to a depth of approximately six feet below the surface. 
The approximately locations of these borings are shown on the enclosed Figure 9 (borings 
identified as HA-4 and HA-5). The objective of these borings is to determine the 
presence/absence of MGP waste materials at locations that do not contain soil borings and/or test 
pits. The subsurface materials removed from these hand auger borings will be visually inspected, 
if visually impacted materials are noted, soil samples of the impacted materials will be submitted 
to a laboratory for the analyses specified in Section 4.6.2 of the Excavation Work Plan. These 
analytical results wiii be used as part of the calculation of average Site soil concentrations. 

Proiect Team Contact List 

The names, pager numbers and phone numbers (office and cellular) of the key project team 
members will be provided to the U.S EPA before excavation activities commence. 

implementation Schedule 

The anticipated removal action implementation schedule referred to in Section 7.0 has been 
revised to include the hand auger borings and a determination by the City of Detroit regarding the 
request to abandon/cut off the water and sewer lines. 

Truck Route 

Figure 10 (enclosed) shows the anticipated access roads that will be constructed at the Site. 
Unless requested otherwise by the City of Detroit, the mam portion of the road will be kept intact. 
The southeastern "Y" portion of the road wiii be not be kept since this area is within the anticipated 
excavation area. The anticipated route trucks will take from the Site to the Carleton Farms landfill 
is described below. This route can be modified, if necessary. 

• Trucks will exit primarily through South Green Avenue gates and turn right on South Green to 
Fort Street. 

• Turn left on Fort Street to Springweiis Street. 
• Turn right (north) onto Springweiis Street and immediately go south on Fisher Freeway (i-75). 
• Take Fisher Freeway South to Sibley Street. 
• Take Southfield Highway to i-94. 
• Go west on Sibley to 1-275. 
• Go south on i-275 to Wiii Carelton Road exit. 
• Go west on Will Carleton Road, iandfiii is on Will Carleton Road. 

Mr. Ralph Dollhopf 
U S Environmental Protection Agency 
June 26, 2001 
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If you have any questions, or would like to discuss the responses to the U.S. EPA's comments, 
please contact either Darrell Grassmyer of MIchCon at 313-256-6068 or myself at 734-367-1 Oil. 

Sincerely; 
IT Corporation 

Daniel Strybel, ORG, PMP 
Project Manager 

Enclosures 

cc: Abed Housssarl, MIchCon 
Darrell Grassmyer, MIchCon 
Tom Wllczak, Pepper Hamilton LLP 
Brian Barwlck, U.S. EPA 
Ramesh S. Patel, City of Detroit Planning and Development Department (3 copies) 
Ed Novak, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Ray Scott, City of Detroit 
David Sawlckl, Tetra Tech EM Inc. 

Mr. Ralph Dollhopf 
U S Environmental Protection Agency 
June 26.2001 
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Figure 8 (Revised) 
Anticipated Project Timeline 

Excavation/Off Site Disposal Removal Action 
South Green Avenue Site 

Detroit, Michigan 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY PLAN AMENDMENT SHEET 

Project Name; South Green Avenue Site, Detroit, Michigan 

Project Number: 106115 

Project Manager: Daniei Strybei 

Location: 201 South Green Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 

Changes In field activities or hazards: 

The Final Health and Safety Plan (July 15,1996) (subsequently referred to as "Safety Plan") has been 
amended to include the following; 

1. All references and citations to Fluor Daniel GTI are applicable to IT Corporation (IT) since IT 
purchased Fluor Daniel GTI in 1999. 

2. The Medical^echnicai Advisors listed in Section 6.1 are no longer applicable. The Medical/Technical 
Advisors are: 

Dr. Jerry H. Becke (M.D. MPH) 
1-800-350-4511 

3. Appendix D of the Safety Plan has been replaced with IT Procedures HS020: Accident Prevention 
Program: Reporting, Investigation, and Review that is applicable to IT staff. 

4. The entire Appendix H of the Safety Plan (Excavation/Trenching) has been replaced with IT's 
Excavation and Trenching Procedures. These procedures are a part of this Amendment 

5. The hospital referred to in the HASP appears to no longer be in operation. Another hospital has been 
selected and information pertaining to this hospital is included on the attached revised SITE 
EMERGENCY FORM (page iv) of the HASP. A revised Hospital Location Map is also attached. 

Approved by: 

Health and Safety Manager Date_ 



Final Health and SafetyiPlan 
201 South Green.Avenue, Detroit, Ml 

Iv 
November IB, 1998 

SITE EMERGENCY FORM (REVISED June 21.2001) 
Contaminants of Concern: PNA's. BTEX's, Cyanide as listed in, section 2. 
Hazard Determination: Serious Moderate X Low 

Do not endanger your own life. Survey the situation before taking any action. 

IT Coriporation Office Telephone (734)524-9610 

Site Location Address 201 South Green Avenue, Detroit, Ml 

Telephone Located at to be determined 

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS IN THE EVENT OF ANY EMERGENCY CONTACT PROJECT MANAGER 

Ambulance 911 

Fire 911 

Police 911 

Poison Control (800) 382-9097 

Hospital Name Detroit Receiving Hospital | 

Hospital Phone Number (313) 745-3356 

Project Manager Dan Strybel (248) 473-0720 

Site Safety Officer To be determined 

Health and Safety Manager Cliff Florczak (630) 771-9200 

Client Contact Darrell Grassmyer (313) 256-6068 

U.S. E.P.A. Contact Ralph Dollhopf (734) 692-7682 
Mobile Phone: (313) 917-2194 

UTILITY MARKER EMERG ENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
1 

Utility Coior Code Telephone Number 

Water: (Detroit Water & Blue (313) 964-9000 
Sewer Department) 
Gas: (Michcon) Yellow (313) 965-8000 
Electric: (Detroit Edison) Red (800) 477-4747 
Telephone/Cable: (Ameritech) Orange (810)221-3131 
Sewer: (Detroit Water & Green (313) 964-9000 
Sewer Department) 

Miss Dig Telephone Number: 1-800-482-7171 

P U>raj8Cts\MichcarAOein)il\Mlchcon gas 

PUIOR BANIIL on Si 



Final Health and Safety Plan 
201 South Green Avenue. Detroit, Ml Novembef 18,1998 

1= RgVISgP HOSPITAL LOCATiQitf MAP 

Starting from: 201 South Green St., Detroit, Ml 48209-2846 

Arriving at: 84201 Saint Antoine, Detroit, Ml 48201-2153 
Distance: 6.8 miles Approximate Travel Time: 12mins 

02000 MapQuastoom. Inc: 02000 Navqatbn Technobabs 
Full Route 

-V \\ 
02000 MapQuestoomJnc.; 02000 Nawbatbn Technobgbsl 

Destination 

Directions Miies 
1. Start out going Northwest on GREEN ST S by turning right. 0.3 

2. Turn RIGHT onto FORT ST W/MI-3. 0.6 

3. Turn LEFT onto DRAGOON ST. 0.1 

4. Turn RIGHT onto FISHER FRWY W. 0.0 

5. Turn SLIGHT LEFT to take the 1-75 NORTH ramp. 0.1 

6. Merge onto 1-75 N. 4.0 

7. Take 1-75 NORTH/I 375 SOUTH RAMP towards DOWNTOWN/FLINT. 0.2 
8. Merge onto 1-75 NORTH RAMP. 0.3 

9. Merge onto 1-75 N/CHRYSLER FRWY. 0.3 

10. Take the exit, exit number 52, towards MACK AVE. 0.1 
11. Stay straight to go onto CHRYSLER DR. 0.0 
12. Turn LEFT onto MACK AVE. 0.3 



Jl«-a-2001 IS:,S0 FRQMi TO,73^ 534 gSU p.0EE.00a 
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0 10411 D)irimg'Road*Milan..Michigon 48160 
STONEOO (734) 587-8275 • Fax. (7341587-3533 Aggregates 

June 5,2001 

To Whom It May Concem: 

London Aggregates is located at 10411 Darling rd., Milan. Ml., Monroe County. 

To the best, of our knowledge, our fadlity has never been listed as a suspected 

dumping site for chemical, toxic, hazardous, or other waste^atehals by any Federal 

orState agency. The materials soldDnom our facility are bank run. 

Sincerely, 

Jay Ellis 
Quality Control 

A 




